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tliss broken out of the sash of the window Wiss ‘ 9 Piel i : 

wlass broke i ; ‘ , wd, NA¢; 98. Riel's dimerwenn. 10 Later  & ate ti . 
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(CONTINUED) 

“1 did. Why?" 

“ Tt'th all rigst. Ath I'm rethponth- 
ible for it, 1 ony wanted to know.” 

“Did you send it?” asked Low, 
quickly fixing his eyes on his face. 

“Well, not exthactly me. But it'th 
not worth making @ mythtery of it. 
Teretha gave me @ commithion to buy 
it and thend it to you anonymouthly. 
That'th a woman'th nonthenth, for how 
could the get a retheipt for it 2" 

* Then it was hor present,” said Low 
gloomily. 

“Of courthe. I¢ wathn't mine, m 
~~ I'd have thent you a Tharp't 
rifle in plathe of that muthle loader you 
carry, or thomething thenthible. But, I 
they! what'th up? You look ath if 
you had been running all night.” 

Low gras his hand. “Thank 
you,” he said hurriedly ; “ but its noth. 
ng. Only I must be back to the Woods 
early. Good-bye.” 

But Curson retained Low's hand in 
his own powerfal grip. 

“ I'll go with you a bit further,” he 
said. “In fact, I've got thomething to 
thay to you; only don’t be in thuche 
hurry; the Woodth can wait till you 
get there.” be compelling Low to 
alter his own characteristic Indian 
stride to keep ce with his, he went 
on: ‘ T dou't mind thaying I rather cot- 
toned to you from the time yon acted 
like a white man—no offenthe—to 
Teretha. She thayth you were left 
when a child lying round, jutht ath pro- 
mithenouthly ath she wath; and if I 
can do anyth'ng towardth putting you 
on the trail of your people, I'll doit, I 
know thome of the vovageurth who 
traded with the Cherokeeth, and your 
father wath one—wathn't he?” He 

lanced at Low's utterly abstracted and 
mmobile face. “I thay, you don't 
theem to take a hand in thith game, 
pardner. What'th the row? Ith any- 
thing wrong over there ?’ and he point- 
ed to the Carqu'nez Woods, which were 
just towering out of the morning horizon 
in the distance. 

Low stopped. The last words of nis 
companion seemed to recall him to him- 
self. He raised his eyes automatically 
to the Woods and started, 

“There is something wrong over 
there,”” he said breathlessly, ** Look!" 

“TI thee nothing,’ said Curson, be- 
ginning to doubt Low's sanity ; ** nothing 
more than I thaw an hour ago.” 

* Look again. Don't you see that 
smoke rising straight up? It isn’t 
blown over from the Divide; it's new 
smoke! The tire is in the Woods!" 

“J reckon that'th tho,” muttered 
Curson, sliding his eyes with his hand. 
“But, hullo! wait a minute! We'll 
get hortheth. I say,” he shouted, for- 
getting his lisp in his excitement— 
“ stop!" But Low had already lowered 
his head and darted forward like an 
arrow. 

In a few minutes he had left not only 
his companion but the last straggling 
houses of the outskirts far behind him, 
oud had struck out in a long swinging 
trot for the disused ‘cut off." Already 
he fancied he heard the note of clamour 
in Indian Spring, and thought he dis- 
tinguished the sound of hurrying hoofs 
on the great highway. But the sunken 
trail hid it from his view. From the 
column of smoke now plainly visible in 
the growing morning lght he tried to 
locate the s enue of the conflagration. It 
was evidently not a fire advancing regu- 
larly from the outer skirt of tle wood, 
communicated to it from the Divide; it 
was a local outburst near its centre. It 
Was not in the direction of his cabin in 
the tree. There was no immediate 
danger to Teresa, unless fear drove her 
beyond the confines of the wood into 
the hands of those who might recognize 
her. The screaming of jays and ravens 
above his head quicxened his speod,as 
it Loraided the rapid advance of the 
fiaiags; and the unexpected apparition 
of a bounding body, flattened and flying 
over the yellow plain, told him that 
even the secure retreat of the mountain 
wild cat had bee invaded. A sudden 
recollection of ‘Ueresa's uncontrollable 
terror that first might smote him with 
remorse and redoubled his efforts. Alone 
iu the track of these frautic and bewil- 
dered beasts, to whet madness migut 
she be driven ! 

The sharp crack of a rifle from the 
high road turned his course momentarily 
in that direction. The smoke was 
curling lazily over the heads of a part 
of men in the road, while the huge bi 
of a grizzly was disappearing iu the dis- 
tance. A battue of the escaping ani- 
mals had commenced, In the bitter. 
ness of his heart he caught at the 
horrible sugestion, and resolved to save 
her from them or die with her there. 

How fast he ran, or the time it took 
him to reach the woods, has never been 
ascertained. Their outlines were al- 
ready hidden when he entered them. 
To a sense Jess keen, a courage less 


desperate, and a purpose lexs unaltered | 


than Low's, the wood would have been 
imepenetrable, The central fire was 
still contined to the 1orty tree tops, but 
the downward rush of wind from time 
to time drove the smoke into the aisles 
in blinding and suffocating volumes, 
To simulate the creeping animals, and 
fall to the ground on hands and knees, 
feel his way through the underbrush 
when the smoke was densest, or take 
advantage of its momentary lifting, aud 
withont uncertainty, mistake, or hesita- 
tion glide from tree to tree in one un- 
deviating course, was possible only to 
an experienced woodsman, Tr keep 
his reason and insight so clear as to be 
able in the midst of this bewildering 
confusion to shape that course so as to 
intersect the wild and unknown track 
of an inoxperienuced, frightened wanderer, 
belonged to Low, and Low alone. He 
was making his way against the wind 
towards the fire. e had reasoned that 
she was either in comparative safety to 
windward of it, or he should meet her 
hging driven towards him by it, ox find 
her suceumbed and fainting at its feet. 
To do this he must penvtrate the burn 


ing belt, and then ase under the blazing 
dome. He was already upon it; he 
could see the faliing fire dropping like 
rain or blown like gorgeous blossoms of 
the conflagratioy across his path. ‘Lhe 
pce was lit up brilliantly. ‘The vast 
afts of dull copper east no shadow be. 
low, but there was no sign nor token of 
any Luiman being. For a moment the 
qung min was at fault. Ip was true 
iis hidden heart © the forest bore no 
undergrowth ; the gool 
ef the aisles seemed to 


cane 6 

rille, ye’ every MOMeLe Was precious 

He leaned against @ tree and 

vo'ce like a clarion before him, ‘ Teresa," 
Im He na) again. 

There Was 00 repsy. ser --- 

A faint cry at his frow tue trail he 


ede bim 
iodow any Ueland) tian Had 


amd staggering, but following tise a 
beaten aul wounded animal, Teresa 
halted, knelt, clasped her hands, and 
dambly beid them out Wefore her. 
“ Teresa!" he cried again, and spraag 
to her side. 

She caught him by the knees, and 
lifted her face imploving.y to his. 

“ Say that again !" she cried passio.- 
ttely. “Tell me it was Teresa you 
calied, and no other! You have come 
back forme! You would not let me dis 
liere alone |" 

He liftedher tenderly in his arms an@ 
cast a rapid glance atound him. It 
might have been his faney, but there 
seemed a dull glow in the direction he 
had come. 

“ You do not speak!" she said. “ Tell 
me! You did not come here to secs 
her ?" 

“ Whom?" he said quickly. 

* Nellie!” 

With a sharp cry he let her slip te 
the ground, ll the ,ent-ap agony, 
rage and mortification of the Dust hour 
broxe from him in that inarticulate oute 
burst. Then catching her hands again, 
he dragged her to his level. 

“Hear ine,” he cried, disregarding 
the whirling smoke and the ficry bap- 
tism that sprinkled them—‘ Hear me ! 
If you value your life, if you value your 
soul, and if you do not want me te cast 


you te the beasts like Jezebel of old, | 


hever—never take that accu namo 
again upon your lips. Seek her—her ? 
Yes! seek her to tie ner Mice a witch's 
daughter of hell to that blazing tree !" 
He stopped. “ Forgive me,” he said in 
& changed voice, “I’m mad, and for. 
getting myself and you. Come." 

Without noticing the expression of 
half-savage delight that had passod 
across her face, be lifted herin his arms, 

“Which way are you going ?” she 
asked, passing her hands vaguely across 
his breast, as if to reassure herself of 
his identity. 

“To our camp by the scarred tree,” 
he replied 

** Not there, not there,” she said, hur. 


rielly; “{ was driven from there just | 


I thought the fire began there 
until I came here.” 

Then it was as he feared. Obeyin 
same imysterions law that ina 
launched this fatefal fire like a thunder. 
bolt from the burning mountain crest 
five miles away into the heart of the 
Carquinez Woods, it had again leaped a 
mile beyond, and was hemiming the:na 
between two narrowing. lines of fire. 
But Low was not daunted. Retracing 
his steps through the blinding smok«, 
he strode off at right angles to the tr cil 
near the point where he had entered tie 
wood. It was the spot where he liad 
first lifted Nellie in his arms to carry 
her to the hidden spring. If any recol- 
lection of it cooteal his mind at that 
moment, it was only shown in his re. 
doubled energy. He did not lide 
through the thick underbrush as on that 
day, but seemed to take a savage pica. 
sure in breaking through it with sheer 
brute force. Once Teresa insisted upon 
relieving him of the burden of her 
weight, but after a few steps she stag- 
gered blindly against him, and would 
fain have recourse once more to his 
strong arms. 

And so, alternately staggering, bend. 
ing, crouching, or bounding and crashing 
on, but always in one direction, they 
burst through the jealous rampart ane 
came upon the sylvan haunt of the hid. 
den spring. The great angle of the 
half-hidden tree acted as a barrier te 
the wind and drifting smoke, and the 
cool spring sparkled and bubbled in the 
almost translucent air: He laid her 
down beside the water and bathed het 
face and hands. As he did so his quick 
eye caught sight of a woman's handker: 

ief lying at the foot of the disrupted 
root. Dropping Teresa's hands, he 
walked towards it, and with the tov of 
his moccasin gave it one vigorous kick 
into the ooze at the overtiow of the 
spring. He turned to Teresa, but she 
cvidently h d not noticed the act. 

* Where are you?” she asked with ¢ 
smile. 

Something in her movement struck 
him. He came towards her, and bend. 
ing down looked into her face. * 'I'cresa) 
Good God!—look at me. What has 
happened ?” 

She raised her eyes to his. here 
was e slight film across them; the lide 
were blackened ; the beautiful lashea 
gone for ever! 

“IT see you a little now, I think,” she 
said with a smile, passing her hands 
vaguely over his face. “It must have 
happened when he fainted and I had te 
drag him through the blazing brush; 
both my hands were full, and I could 
not cover my eyes." 

* Drag whom ?” said Low quickly. 

“Why, Dunn.” 

“Donn! He here?” 
hoarselv, 

* Yos; didn’t you read the note I icf 
on the herbarium ? Didn't you come to 
the comp fire?” she asked hurriedly, 
clasping tis hands. “ Tell me quickly!" 

” vo Pr 


* Then you were not there—then you 
didn't leave me to die ?” 

“No! I swear it, Teresa !''—the 
stoicism that had upheld hig own agony 
breaking down before her strong emo- 
tion, 

“Thank God!" She threw her arms 
around him, and hid her aching eyes in 
his troubled breast. 

‘Tell me all, Teresa,” he whispered 
in her listening ear. ‘“ Don't move; 
stay thore and tell me all.” 

With her face buried in his bosom, as 
if speaking to his heart alone, she told 
him part, but not ali, With her eyes 
fil 
radiant with now-found happiness, she 

£6...In the Carquinez Woods. 
told him how 
pians of Dunn and Brace, how she had 
6to.cn their conveyance to warn hin in 
time. But here she sop , dreading 
to say aword that would shatter the 
bope she was building upon his sudden 
revulsion of feeling for Nellie. She 
could not bring herself to repeat their 
interview—-that would come later, when 
they were safe and out of danger ; now) 
not even the seeret of bys birth’ must 
come between them with its distraction, 
to mar their perfect communion. She 
faltered that Dunn had fainted from 
weakness, and that she had dragged 
him out of danger. “ He will never in- 
terfere with us—I mean,”’ she suid 
soft'y, ‘with me again, I can promise 
you that as well ay if he had sworn it.” 

Let. him pass; now,” said Low; 
“ that will come later ou,” he added, 
unconsciously repeating her thought in 
@ tone that made her heart sick. * But 
tell me, Teresa, why did you go te Kx 
celsior ?" ' = 

She buried her head still deoper, as if 
to hide it. He felt her broken heart 
beat against his own; he was conseou 
of a depth of feeling hey rival had yever 
awakened in him. The possibility of 
‘erosa loving hing had peyer ge currest te 
Lis simple nature, He bent lide head 
and kissed her, She was frightenod, 

ud uploosed her clinging arma; but he 

se etm rea and seid" WG SH 
Mel OP thar 

i ave this accursed pisce, and you f Val 

go wrth we uv you pend You wounk! bur 


seid Low 


with tears. but a smile on her lips, | 


she had overheard the | 


need you cave me, un'css you wisn It. 
She could hear the beating of her own 
heart through bis words; she longed to 
look at the eves and lips that hed told 
her this, avd read tue meaning his 
¥oice alone could not entirely convey. 
For the first time sho felt the loss of het 
sight, She did not know thatit was, in 
this moment of happiness, the last 


blessing vouchsafed to her miserabie | Gold, squire, gold in t) 


life. 


A few moments of silence followed, 


wiren thts 
rifle 
in hand, came 


af.ernoon, nenr bis log-calin 
il’, trong young hei 
vder and squirre 


bor, 


linariedly through the thick wood an 


broken only by the distant rumor of the | 
conflagration and crashing of falling | 


boughs. “It may be an hour yet,” he 
whispered, * before the fire has sw: 


path for us to the road below. We 


eal 


safe here, unless some sudden curr nt! 
should draw the fire down upon us. You | 


are not frivhtened ?” 
hand; she was thinking of the pale face 
of fn on, lying in tie seenre retreat she 
had purchased for him at such a sacri- 
fice. Yet the possibility of danger to 
him now for a moment marred her pre- 
beut vuapynness and security. ‘ You 
think the fire will not go norti: of where 
you found me ?” she asxed softly. 

“T think not,” he said, “bat I will 
reconnsitre. Stay where you are.” 

They pressed hands and parted. I'o 
leaped upou the slanting trunk and as- 
cended it rapidly. She waited in mute 
exectation. 

‘There was a sud’en movement of the 
root on which she sat,a deafening 
crash, and she was thrown forward on 
her face. 

The vast bulk of the leaning tree, dis. 
lodyed from its aerial support by the 
gradual sapping of the spring at its 
roots, or by the crumbling of the bark 


revolution, and fal.ing, overbore the 
lesser trees in its path, and tore in its 
resistless momentum a broad opening to 
the underbrnsh. 

With a ery to Low, Teresa staggered 
to her feet. There was an interval of 
| hideous silence, but no reply. She call- 
ed again. There was a sudden deepen- 
ing roar,the blast of a fiery furnace swept 
through the opening, a thonsand lumi- 
nous points around her burst into fire, 
and in an instant she was lost ina 
whirlwind of smoke and flame. Fron 


She ape his | emphatically, and 


| the outset of its fury to its c: imination | 


twenty minutes did not elapse; but in 
the interval a radius of two hundr« 
yards around the hidden spring was 
swept of life and light and motion. 

For the rest of that day and part of 


the night a pall of smoke hung above! 


the scene of desolatioa. It lifted only 
toward the morning, when the moo 
riding high, picked out in black au 
silver the siirunken and silent coiui ; 
of those rootless vauits, shorn of br 

and capital. Itflickered on the ¢til, 
overflowing pool of the hidden specu 

and shone upon the white face of Low, 
who, with a rootlet of the fallen tres 
holding him down like an arm across his 
breast, seemed to be sieeping peacefully 
in the slocping water. 


™ * * * . 


Coutomporaneous history touched ‘sir 
as briefly, but not as gentiy. “It is row 
definitely ascertained,” d the Siw 
yallion Mirror, “ that Sheriff Dunn imct 
his fate in the Carquinez Woods in thik 
performance of hisduty; that fearless 
man having received information of tlie 
concealuient of a band of horse thieves 
in their recesses. The desperadoes are 
presumed to have escaped, as the only 
renicins found are those of two wre! ii. 
ed tramps, one of whom is said to); 
been adigger, who supported himse.f 
upon roots and herbs, and the other a 
degraded half white woman. It is 
not unreasonable to suppose that the 
tive originated through their carelers- 
ness, although Father Wynne, of the 
First Baptist Church, in his powerful 
discourse of last Sunday, pointed at the 
warning and lesson of such catastrophes. 
It may uot be out of place here to say 
that the rimors i an engrge- 
ment between the pastor's accomplished 
daughter and the late lamented sheriff 
are utterly without foundation, as it has 
been an on dit for some time in all weil- 
informed circles that the indefatigable 
Mr. Brace, of Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Ex- 
press, will shortly lead the lady to the 

yirsneal altar." 


THE END, 
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The Gald-Seeker of the Sierras. 
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BY JOAQUIN MILLER, 


>-— 
CHAPTER IL. 


‘WESTWARD, Ho!” 


Blerras roive And gold there, and wwe de wok 
uch de ponds on the prospector, 

The ycars 1849-50-52 found that vast 
region known as the Upper Mississippi 
Valley one great cam). The settlers 
had poured in from the four parts of the 
world in a war of conquest. Hard and 
bitter was ibe unequal fight with the 
savaye elements of the new lands. 
When the eyciones swept over and 
buried the little vilages in that early 

| day, no telegraph heralded the settlers’ 
sufferings over the world, and brought 
back substantial sympathy. Silently 
each hurdy soldier stood in line, and 
thousands fell at the post of duty. 
Discuse, coid, heart-sickness, each more 
terrible than the prowling Indian on the 
border, laid hard hold of the silent und 
patient pioneer. T know that legions 
died. I know thatall suffered, and suf- 
feved terribly ; but I never heard one 
person complain. 

Nearly half a century has passed. 
The pioneer of this great valley has 
gone forever. The wheels of progiess 
have rolled over his grave, and leveiled 
it with the fields of golden grain. The 
silent and hardy pioneer has passed into 
lustery, Let the historian do his work 
as bravely as did this unique character, 
aud the pioneer will stand out on ibe 
page a nobler and grander hero than any 
igure in the Spanish Conquest 

in the old Greek days the heroes beat 
upon their shields with lance and sword, 
and, standing up before the world, loudly 
proclaimed their deeds, their valor, 
their victories, their sulfering, and their 
sorrows to all who could be induced to 
liston, Homer's heroes, the heroes of 
the stage—and, indeed, heroes gf all 


dramas, {com that day to thé present— | 


dispose. ; # loud and pre- 
But the American hero is 


liaye been so 
tentious lot. 
a silent man. 
ase @ note of this. It is the ling 
tliat is to distingyish the heroes of the 
Oli orld "from tie’ New.’ This dis 
t-uc. on is to mark the Awerican drama, 
tue American literature, from that of 
tuc Old World, Geant psed but twa 
wordg a Wicksburg — Unconditional 
surrender,’ 
_ But to reture to this vast camp, teem. 
ing, surging ip the mighty Valley af ghe 
Mioulsos, y. 
My father, who was the schoolmaster 
of the litti« village where dwelt the re- 
, uerkublo map who has since become 


i.H0%n to the worki as * 40," was split. 
Punnlas i 


Wuy Maly ty tite wodds age 


| 


| above, hie 


zs 
\i 


vod suddenly before him, There wa: 
» strange light in bis bri it black eye 


“Squire, they've formed gold away out 


yonder—six months’ journey away. 
» banks of the 
rivers, in the beds of the rivers, in the 


eround—everywhere.’ 
+, v Ought the breech of his 
in solidly to the ground, throwing 
own bis « virrel and shing back his 
oouskin ca; as my facher straightened 
ip trom his work an stood before him. 
jie looked tall and as hardy as the 
trees about us. He clinched his fist 
throwing it out 
toward the far, fer West, in the sup- 
posed direction of the gold fields, con- 
tinued : 

“And I'm going there to get gold for 
my Mary and my kid Charie, sguire— 
yet gold for ‘em, and get out of this 
fever-and-acer land,” 

And tien vis tall, dark man and my 
father sut down on a “‘rail-cut” together, 
aod talked alwost in whispers for a lony 
time. The squirrels chattered over- 
head and leaped from branch to branch. 
but the man with the gun did not beed 
them. Land my two little brothers let 
off building our bark-house in the hollow 
stum)), and stood close about our father’s 
knee to listen. This young man, Charles 
Devine, was our nearest and dearest 
neighbor, He had a young wife, beauti- 
ful in soul and body as himself. Then 
there was the little boy-baby lying on 
its back and crowing in the cradle, 


from the heat, had slipped, made a half] These he would leave behind for a year 


—only ove year, at furthest—and boldl 
strike out for the far gold fields of Cali- 
fornia. 

As they talked together, | heard him 
chuckle with delight ar he spoke of soon 
returning with a great bag full of gold. 
dust, and of pouring it all out in the 
cradle about the chutby feet of his fat, 
crowing little baby-boy. 

“Only a year, squire, You see, if I 
don't strike it by that time, of course I 
can come back and wrestle with the 
woods here; and shake with the ager, 

0, if IT must. Yes, Mary, is willing, 
and brave about it, too. Oh, of course 
she'll cry a bit—women are that way, 
you know, squire. But I'll put in the 
garden truck before I start next spring, 
you know. And then she always milks 
the cow herself; and as the bit of land 
is paid for, ani the cabin safe and solid, 
roof and ce.vr, why, of course Mary-- 
Mary wou t— 

The man's voice began to tremble a 
bit here, and, :axiny believe that he 
suddenly saw a sgucrrel in the boughs 


again took up his gun and 


| found diversion for a moment in trying 
to get a shot; and then he soon went 
away, 


But he had stayed long enough to give 
my father the fever also and Mefors the 
next spring he, too, was yoking up 
oxen, cows, calves, anything that could 
draw, and preparing to fall in with the 
greatest that the world has 
ever Witucssed, 

On the seventeenth day of March 
three covered wagons, drawn by long 
lines of yoked cattie—old, tried, and 
vatient steers at the wheel and in the 
oad, with i »wing cows aud kicking 
betweea—drew up before our 
in the little family, the 
t tew houschold goods 
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that litte boy baby that 
st up a little foot in his face 
when he shonld have given his hand! 

He would not talk to the men of 
Mary. He would not even mention her 
name to them. Sacred silence! And 
yet all his tender talk to mother of het 
and the baby was brimfal of hope and 
pettect confidence that ail would be | 
well in the end. 

“Only a year, narm—only one year, 
squire, and I'll be by her side as she | 
stands there leanin’ by the mantel. 
piece, gold or no gold. And I'll snatch 
that baby op out of the ciadle and toss 
it “p to the rafters. The rascal! to | 
reach me a foot when he ought to bave 
reached me a little fist !’ 

And here the voice wonls drop ver: 
low and tender, and the head woul 
turn aside, and the man would seem to 
think of something to do, and so get up | 
hasti!y and go out and away by him. | 
self. 

What a multitude! Anarmy! The | 
world will sever approximate an 


mant 
had t 


“| adequate idea of that mighty flood that 


war in- 


yarla Was 


f King 


4 Carhist ri- 


body 


; 

’ | 
| parted from this 

‘| 


°f ‘9, 
sooker of the Sierras. 
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SOAGULN MILLER, 
dee 
arranged, atter ali, that 

to go with my 
f his men; and so it 
when sil were ready to 
»ver with him to his cabin 
sa) ood-by to Mary, 
ittle present from my 


The & 


was 


hs bhfertrerpy 
get ory 


arth, for 


bark fire 
Lhere was 
sir, and the wind blew keen 
Ihe little baby-boy lay 
yi-naturedly and carelessly 


burst out over the confines of the border 
and fowed on toward the distant West. 

I say flowed toward the far, far West 
advisedly; for that mighty flood never 
| reached the Pacific. Tt sank down in 
| the deserts. There was no chromeler 
then to take note. Statistics were un- 
kvown. For seven months’ incessant 

| journey we were rarely out of sight of 
new-u.ade graves, and at some camps it | 
was difficult to find room for the tent 
, because of the graves ! 

Little towns have taken their places 
now, and no sign of these graves is to be 
seen. But oh, the sickness !—the 
cholera !—the fevers !—the heart-sick- 
ness !—the despair ! 

And steadily the mighty caravan 
moved on. Sometimes the whole Plains 
seemed ome vast sea of covered wag. 
|) gons; then sometimes we would be left 
in wot with no one in sight but our 
own little company. 

I recall, on one memorable Sunday 
morni ng. the tall, silent figure of Devine 

ttle. We were camped on the 
headwat rs of the Colorado. He had 
thus far escaped all maladies, and was 
the most hardy and efficient of men. 
But the fearful scenes around us had 
nade him now even wore silent and re. 
served than ever, aud he rarely spoke 
to anyone but my mother. 

Our train was known on the Plains as 

l day train ;” for, under the lead 
r, we would not, under 
cirenmstances travel on Sunday, 

, of course, delayed us, subjected 
much inconvenience, and provoked 
derision of irreligious companies. 
But my father was a ! man. 


sus fathe 


a my pi 


determined 

He had set out to live as a Christian on 
| the Plains, and he would have filled one 
| of the ten thousand graves by the way- 
| side rather than for a moment have de- 
urpose. 

Sunday morning prayers 
yet over when a band of 
and half-nude Indians came 
like a whirlwind over the sandy eastern 
hill. They had been fired upon by a 
neighboring camp of reckless whites 

2d were furious. 

‘My father laid down the Book, and 
} beseeching all to remain behind, went 
out to meet the savages, and, if pos- 
sible, pacify them. They circled about 
| She camp, yelled, leaned from their 
| borses, caught up sand from the ground, 
threw it mockingly at my father, aud 
| finally discharged a volley of srrows 
| into the neighboring camp 
| Ina great hurry, and without bis hat, 

my father rushed back into the corral, 
where he met Devine, already armed 
and at the head of the men, and going 
to the assistance of those in trouble. 
when my father, who never fired a 
| gun in all his life—for he was a Quaker 
s0 far as doctrines of peace go—saw 
that two men had been shot down and 
ers slightly wounded, he looked at 


On this 
Were not 
mounted 


| 
; 
‘io 


oth 
Devine. and said, sharply : 
“Let ‘em have it, Charlie, if you 
| must!" 


There from 


volley our 
men instantly, bnt not a single 
savage unhorsed. The Indians leaved 
far on the other side of their 
horses that they were hara w hit. 
However, in the next volley the horse 


of the great black chief was fatally shot, 


was 4 


50 


CHAPTER TIL. 


Two YEARS 


| Tro valor hoows & sot valor’s nave; 


ITrne valor knows ot of lvfaat 
No thir natare he os retreat 
But, cio rd © or san, keeps On the same. 


If this and succeeding chapters of the 
biography of Charles Devine are not as 


fealistic and phot 
| Opening, it is because 


on ot hers for fact and incident concern. 
jug bira and his. Yet his is not a 
phenonrenal history at all. 


| myself or my readers with his story; 
| but I give it as a type of ten thousand. 
My father, who settled far away to 


| the north, ani never saw Devine again, | 


wrote the letter as desired, And it 

meant a great deal, this writing letters 
| at that time. 

As for Devine, be could not write at 
all—a_ not uncommon thing .orty years 
ago. Boldly he pushed right into the 
heart of the Sierras near Downieville, 
and went to work at once with a zeal 
that bordered on desperation. He could 
scarcely take time to sleep. With the 
first splendor of the sun bursting over 
the mighty wall of snow about him, be 
was forth to his work. 

He made few friends. He had little 
to say to any one. His thoughts were 

all on his wife. He conld see M 

standing there weeping by the mantel- 

piece ; 
| to comfort her. 
| little boy crowing in his cradle. He 
| wanted to go back and pour his bag of 
| gold at the baby’s feet, and then catch 
| him up and toss him in his arme till he | 
wuched the rafters. 

But the long, long journey across the 
boundless desert, ag weary, weary 
tramp, tramp, tramp for more than 
half a year, had left the man weak asa 
child. 

And then the gold was not as abund- 
| antas men pn imagined. Besides, it 
cost much to live, and the winter was 
terribly severe. The water was = 
locked up in ice for long unbro 
months, and this man, so far oe 
growing rich in the mines of California, 
was, in reality, becoming destitute— 
was liungry, starving. 

He saw the seventeenth day of 
March come and go, while he sat by his 
| cabin fire, snowbonnd and hungry, half 
clad and almost ill, in a mountain gorge 
of California. 

The year waa up, yet he was thou- 
sands of miles away, and not an ounce 
of gold in his empty palm. Soon, how 


over, the warm winds came up from the 
touthern vaileys, and ayain the earth 
was appealed to for the golden secrets 
sf her bosom. 

A mine was opened in the canon, and 
tt the end of two months of prodigious 

il, lifting up boulders that required 
the streugth of a giant, building up 
walls that required the skill 
architect to make secure, toiling, sweat- 
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